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Understanding the factors that influence
sustainable development is a matter of
urgency. Fortunately, a number of analytical
approaches now make it possible to assess
the prospects for achieving adequate
livelihoods in Europe and around the world
- and for maintaining them in generations

to come. These include:

conceptual models based on the extended
definition of wealth

increasingly sophisticated environmental,
economic and - to some extent — social

assessment techniques

experience of supporting policy makers and
dealing with institutional aspects.

We recommend setting up a carefully
chosen network of authoritative
organisations — across disciplines and

regions - to start making European

sustainable development assessments now.







Richer analyses
: ! I nt r t d An important enhancement in recent
e g a e years, in particular for the forward-looking

analyses, has been to combine

quantitative and qualitative information.

t This approach was pioneered at the global
aSS essmen S level by Shell, among others. It has been
applied in the environmental domain by

IPCC and then expanded in the Global
The envisaged broad evaluations make it Environment Outlooks.

possible to identify dilemmas, synergies
and trade-offs. They provide rich
contextual information to policy makers
and there is already ample experience of
supplying this kind of information in a
number of policy areas.

For instance, in the public domain, large-scale investment  Further interesting approaches that may well

schemes can be analysed in advance in terms of their prove beneficial in the years ahead are:

impacts on all forms of ‘capital’. An example of this is the

multi-disciplinary study carried out in the Netherlands * the European Commission’s new, broad

some years ago analysing how best to invest the proceeds impact assessments,

from natural gas sales worth 30 billion euros. This study * national outlooks on sustainable

combines the expertise of organisations that specialize in development,

assessing the different forms of capital and illustrates the * the incorporation of environmental impact

importance of out-of-the-box thinking. in the default indicator schemes of poverty
reduction plans, and

In the domain of green accounting, one particularly » scientific efforts to base assessments on the

successful indicator has been Genuine Savings, which is vulnerability to change of sectors of society

now one of the World Bank’s country-level indicators. and of particular ecosystems.

Change in natural area and selected pressures on nature Selected pressures:

between 2002 - 2052, Markets First scenario ::2:;?:::l:;:r,:::::,'a;irct g,i';:_ix;:ng

or aband t of agricul , rate of

temperature change

|:| Substantial decrease
|:| Small decrease
|:| No change

I:I Small increase
I:l Substantial increase

I:I Strong increase

- From domesticated to natural area
; % - From natural area to domesticated area

I:l Remains domesticated
I:l Ice and polar area/No data

= This shows the combined effect of changes in habitat areas and pressures.

The indicators may appear crude

In order to provide an overview of the wide range of concerns that the concept of
sustainable development embraces, aggregate indicators are extremely useful, even
though these may appear excessively aggregated or even downright crude to some experts.
One example —in the field of biodiversity — is the Natural Capital Index. Other examples are
Sustainable National Income and - in the field of human health — Disability Adjusted Life.

Moreover, we should bear in mind that, on close inspection, such widely accepted and

useful indicators as Gross Domestic Product have very similar characteristics.
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RIVM and the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency

RIVM, the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment in
Bilthoven, the Netherlands, is a scientific organisation, which supports
the national ministries that deal with public health, the environment
and nature. The Environmental Assessment Agency at RIVM carries out
its legal assessment tasks relating to environment and nature.

Since the late 1980s, a core task of RIVM has been integrated
assessment in environment and public health, on the basis of extensive
monitoring, modelling, scenario analysis and an active dialogue with
the scientific community and those using the assessments in policy
making. RIVM performs specific roles in its relations with various
international organisations and is developing a system of Sustainable
Development outlooks in support of the Dutch government.
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